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Celebrated all over the world, International Women’s Day recognizes and 
honors women’s contributions to society. Two Weston women with a strong 
commitment to community service were among the honorees at this year’s 

International Women’s Day event. About 125 people attended the program presented 
by the Weston Branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW) 
and the Women’s Professional Staff Association of Cleveland Clinic Florida. 

This was the second year the two organizations worked together to present 
the International Women’s Day celebration. According to Dr. Kamala Anandam, 
president of the Weston Branch AAUW, it was a natural partnership. “Cleveland 
Clinic’s Women’s Professional Staff Association believes, just as AAUW does, in 
women’s rights and in recognizing women’s contributions to society world wide.” 
So, it was only beþtting that this year the event recognized women and 

organizations doing work both here at home and globally.
The Community Service Star Award was presented to three very deserving women. 

Weston’s Ruth Jacobsen and Bernice Rubin were recognized for their commitment 
to empowering women and children in Broward County, while Patti Bookout van 
Tonder was recognized for her humanitarian work in Mozambique, Africa.

Ruth Jacobsen received the Community Service Star Award in recognition of a 
“Conversational English” class she created to help Latino women learn the English 
language. She has also played an active and elected role in League of Women Voters, 
Broward County Commission on Status of Women, Broward County Women’s 
History Coalition and Women’s ORT. 

Bernice Rubin was recognized for her community service work with children. 
She has volunteered for the “Listen to Children” and “I am Thumbody” programs, 
both under the auspices of the Broward County Mental Health Department. Rubin 
has also volunteered for Jacobsen’s “Conversational English” program.

The Community Service Star Award was also presented to Patti Bookout van 
Tonder, founder of Build on Hope, rooted in the African nation of Mozambique. 
The international non-proþt organization provides care for orphaned children 

and the elderly, teaches African communities to be self-sufþcient, and promotes 
wildlife conservation. 

In addition, three organizations were presented with the Service of Distinction 
Award. Each received a plaque and $100 check. Women of Tomorrow was recognized 
for its Mentor and Scholarship Programs for at-risk high school girls. Founder 
and President Jennifer Valoppi was on hand to accept the award. The Broward 
International Women’s Club was recognized for its work raising money to provide 
scholarships to girls from other countries wishing to pursue a college education in 
the United States. 

Dr. Maria L. Diaz of the Cleveland Clinic Florida accepted the Service of 
Distinction Award on behalf of the International Cervical Cancer Association. This 
group of medical professionals volunteers its services to prevent cervical cancer in 
developing countries, especially in Peru. Dr. Diaz is Founder of this organization 
and currently serves on the Board.   

The Keynote Speaker was Florida Senator Nan Rich, of Weston. She spoke of the 
lack of women in state and national politics and emphasized the need to encourage 
and train young women to enter politics.

The International Women’s Day event is just one of many programs presented 
by the Weston Branch of the AAUW. For over 125 years, the AAUW has been 
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